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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 
Drafting Date: 
Patent Office Examiner: 
Representative Patent Attorney: 
Applicable Articles: 



2003-364724 
May 22, 2008 

MariOtaki 9812 2H00 
Jun Nakajima (and three others) 
Articles 29(1), 29(2) and Article 36 



The present application is rejected for the following reason. Any opinions in this matter 
should be submitted in an Argument within sixty days of the mailing date of this Notice. 



Reason 



1 . Descriptions of claims of the present application do not satisfy the provisions of 

Articles 36(6)(i)and (ii) of the Patent Law for the following reasons: 



Notes 

*As described in paragraphs [0516] to [0517] in the detailed description of the invention, 
the effect of the invention is to be exhibited by a combination of the particles having a 
high silver iodide content and the silver iodide complex-forming agent. For example, 
sample No. 5 in [Table 5] and sample Nos. 2-3, 2-4, and 2-5 in [Table 7] are comparative 
examples. However, a matter regarding the silver iodide complex-forming agent is not 
reflected in the description of Claim 1 . For this reason, since the invention according to 
Claim 1 does not substantially correspond to what is described in the detailed description 
of the invention, it is not deemed as being described in the detailed description of the 
invention. 

The "compound which after thermal development substantially reduces visible light 
absorption caused by the photosensitive silver halide" described in Claims 2 and 3 are 
unclear. It is unclear as to how much degree of quantity to be considered based on the 
term of "substantially". 

Further, the absorption in the vicinity of 423 nm, caused by the transition absorption 
attributed to the high iodide silver phase, was observed in Example 1 . It is unclear as to 
whether "the visible light absorption caused by the photosensitive silver halide" stands for 
only this absorption or includes other regions of the visible light. 

* Regarding "the compound which after thermal development substantially reduces visible 
light absorption caused by the photo-sensitive silver halide" in Claim 1 and "the silver 
iodide complex-forming agent" in Claims 3 and 12: 

Formulae (1) and (2) include a tremendously wide range of compounds. Further, 



ordinarily, compounds containing nitrogen or sulfur are added to thermally-development 
photosensitive materials, and it is known that these compounds have a certain degree of 
capacity to form a complex with silver. For this reason, it cannot be understood as to what 
kind of compounds are included in the silver iodide complex-forming agent referred in the 
present application and as to whether or not all of the compounds can provide the effect of 
the invention. 

* Regarding the "acid-base dissociation constant" in Claims 18 and 19: 

There is no description of the acid-base dissociation constant in the detailed 
description of the invention. Accordingly, it is unclear as to what kind of compounds 
should be included in the scope of Claims 18 and 19. 

* Regarding the "acid-base dissociation constant" in Claims 24 and 25: 

The "compound having adsorptive group to photosensitive silver halide and 
reducing group" seem to form a complex with silver iodide compounds. However, it is not 
clear as to how the compound having adsorptive group to photosensitive silver halide and 
reducing group can be distinguished from the "silver iodide complex-forming agents". 

Consequently, the inventions according to Claims 2 to 32 are unclear. 

2. Since it is deemed that the invention disclosed in the following claims of the 
present application is the same as that disclosed in the following publications distributed 
in Japan or elsewhere, or made available for public use via electric telecommunication 
lines, before the filing of the present application, the present invention cannot be patented 
under the provisions of Article 29(l)(iii) of the Patent Law. 

3. Since it is deemed that the invention recited in the following claims of the present 
application could have been easily invented by a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which these inventions pertain, on the basis of the following publications distributed in 
Japan or elsewhere, or made available for public use via electric telecommunication lines, 
before the filing of the present application, the present invention cannot be patented under 
the provisions of Article 29(2) of the Patent Law. 

Remarks: 

Note (refer to List of Cited References below) 

•Claims 1 and 4 to 6 
•Cited Reference 1 

•Remarks: see Claim 1, Examples on page 3 of official gazette of Cited Reference 1. 
The upper right column on page 23 of the official gazette of Cited Reference 1 teaches 
that the photosensitive material of Cited Reference 1 contains non -photosensitive silver 
salts. 

Examples of Cited Reference 1 do not include a working example of the silver 
halide having a silver iodide content of 40 mol % or higher. However, the higher the silver 
iodide content becomes, the more the sensitivity increases in the photosensitive material 
in Examples of Cited Reference 1 . Further, the effect of the invention of the present 
application is shown based on the comparison of the particles having the silver iodide 
content of 3.5 mol % with those having the content of 100%. Accordingly, the value of 40 



2 



mol % cannot be considered to provide any critical effect to the present invention. 



List of Cited References 
1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 62-079447 



Record of Results of Prior Art Document Search 
Technical fields searched: IPC G03C1/498 



Prior art documents found: 

Specification of U. S. Patent No. 6143488 

Official gazette of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 56-164338 
Official gazette of JP-A No. 10-282602 

This record of the results of the prior art document search does not constitute a reason for 
rejection. 



Inquiries regarding the content of this Notice of Reasons for Rejection should be directed 
to: 

Maki Otaki, Applied Optics, First Patent Examination Department 
Telephone: 03(3581)1 101 ext. 3230 
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Abstract of JP62079447 

PURPOSE:To enhance the density and sensitivity of a photosensitive material for heat development by 
using as photosensitive silver halide, specified plate silver halide particles and other kind of 
photosensitive silver halide particles having a specified proportion of silver iodide and mean particles 
size within a specified range is combination. CONSTITUTIONTwo kinds of photosensitive silver halide 
particles are contained in a silver halide emulsion layer of a photosensitive material for heat 
development. One of the photosensitive silver halide particules to be contained is one having the 
thickness of the particle corresponding to >=5 times as large as the particle diameter, and the other is 
one having 4-40mol% silver iodide content having <=0.4mum mean particle size. A photosensitive 
material for heat development having high maximum density and high sensitivity is obtd. by the use of 
these specified silver particles in combination. 
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